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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
1. WhatisthejurisdictionoftheAct? 

 

TheActextendstothewholeofIndia,excepttheStateofJammuandKashmir.TheStateofJammu and 
Kashmir hasenacted the Jammu& Kashmir Collectionof Statistics Act, 2010 onthe lines 
oftheCentrallegislation. 

 

2. Whataretheconstitutionalprovisionsunderwhichtheenactmenthasbeenmade? 
 

Thesubject'Statistics'iscoveredintheSeventhScheduleoftheConstitutionofIndia(asapplicabletot
hewholeofIndiaotherthantheStateofJammuandKashmir),inthefollowingentries. 

 
· Entry94oftheUnionList(List–

I):Inquiries,SurveysandStatisticsforthepurposeofanyofthemattersinthisList 

· Entry45ofConcurrentList(List–
III):InquiriesandStatisticsforthepurposeofanyofthemattersinListIIorListIII 

· ThesubjectisnotcoveredundertheStateList(List–II). 

 
Theenactmenthasbeenmadeundertheaforesaidprovisions. 

 

3. WhataretheNotificationsissuedinrespectoftheAct? 
 

TheCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008(7of2009)wasenactedbytheParliamenton7thJanuary,2009.Itw
aspublishedintheOfficialGazetteforgeneralinformationon9thJanuary2009.TheActwasbroughtint
oforce on11thJune2010 through another Notification. Therules underthe Act, 
namely,the Collection of Statistics Rules,2011 havebeen notified on 
16thcorrigendumontheruleswasnotifiedon8thSeptember2011. 

May2011. A 

 

4. WhatisthepurposeoftheAct? 
 

TheActisintendedtofacilitatethecollectionofstatisticsoneconomic,demographic,social,scientifica
ndenvironmentalaspectsbyGovernmentatalllevels,andformattersconnectedtherewithorincident
althereto. 

[Preamble and Section 3 of the Act] 
 

5. Whatismeantby'statistics'andwhatkindofstatisticscouldbecollected? 
 

“Statistics”meansnotonlythedatacollectedbyappropriateGovernmentfromstatisticalsurveys,ad
ministrativeandregistrationrecords,andotherformsandpapers,butalsothestatisticsderivedonthe
basisofdatacollected.Theanalysisofstatisticsmaybeinapublishedorunpublishedform. 
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Statistics on economic, demographic,social, scientific and environmentalaspects 
maybecollectedsubjecttorestrictionsgiveninSection3. 

[Sections 2 (h) and 3 of the Act] 
 

6. Whowilldecidethesubjectofdatacollection? 
 

TheappropriateGovernment,meaningthereby,(i)anyMinistryorDepartmentintheCentralGovern
ment;or(ii)anyMinistryorDepartmentinaStateGovernmentorUnionterritoryAdministration;or(
iii)anylocalgovernment,namely,aPanchayatoraMunicipality,willdecidethesubjectfordatacollect
ionintheirrespectivejurisdictions. 

[Sections 2 (b) and 3 of the Act] 
 

7. HowthepublicwouldcometoknowaboutthedecisionofGovernmenttocollectanystatistic
s? 

 

The Act providesfor notifying the decisionof Government to collect any statistics in 
theofficialgazette.Besides,thematter maybepublicizedthroughmedia. 

 
Everynotificationundersection3oftheActshallcontainthefollowingparticulars,namely:- 

 
(a) subjectandpurposeforcollectionofstatistics; 
(b) geographicalareaforcollectionofstatistics; 
(c) methodofdatacollection; 
(d) natureofinformantsfromwhomdatamaybecollected; 
(e) periodduringwhichcollectionofstatisticsmaybecompleted;(f
)referenceperiod; 
(g) natureofinformationtobecollected; 
(h) languageinwhichinformationistobefurnishedbyinformant; 
(i) obligationofinformant; 
(j) natureofbusinessrecordsandotherrecordswhichmaybeinspected;and 
(k) themannerofinspection. 

 
Acopyofeverynotificationundersection3shallbeforwardedtothenodalofficeroftheCentralGovern
mentandthenodalofficeroftheState concerned. 

[Section 3 of the Act and Rules 5 (5) and5 (6) of the Rules] 
 

 

8. Arethereanyrestrictionsinthechoiceofsubjectfordatacollection? 
 

AStateGovernmentoraUnionterritoryAdministrationoranylocalgovernmentisnotauthorizedtois
sueanydirectionwithrespecttothecollectionofstatisticsrelatingtoanymatterfallingunderanyofth
eentriesspecifiedinListI(UnionList)intheSeventhScheduletotheConstitution.Inallothercases,wh
eretheCentralGovernmenthasissuedanydirectionforthecollectionofstatisticsrelatingtoanymatte
r,noStateGovernmentorUnionterritory 
Administrationoranylocalgovernmentshall,exceptwiththepreviousapprovaloftheCentralGovern
ment,issueanysimilardirectionforsolongasthecollectionofsuchstatisticsbytheCentralGovernme
ntremaintobecompleted.Similarly,whereaStateGovernmentorUnion 
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territoryAdministrationoranylocalgovernmenthasissuedadirectionforthecollectionofStatistics 
relatingtoanymatter,theCentralGovernmentshallnotissueanysimilardirectionfor 
solongasthecollectionofsuchstatisticsbytheStateGovernmentremaintobecompleted,exceptincas
eswheresuchstatisticshavetobecollectedwithreferencetotwoormoreStatesorUnionterritories. 

 
TheCentralGovernmentisempoweredtomakerulesonprinciplesforcoordinatingaseffectivelyaspo
ssibletoachievetheobjectivesofsection3andalsotoavoidunnecessaryduplicationinthecollectiono
fstatistics. 

[Sections 3 and 33 (2) (a) of the Act] 
 

9. WhataretheprovisionsavailableintheRulesonthechoiceofsubjectfordatacollectionandf
oravoidingunnecessary duplication? 

 

The CentralGovernment shall designate an officer notbelow therank of a JointSecretaryto 
theGovernmentofIndiainanodalDepartmentdealingwithstatisticalmatters,asthenodalofficer. 
EveryStateGovernmentandeveryUnionterritoryAdministrationshalldesignateanofficernotbelo
wtherankofaDeputySecretarytotheStateGovernmentinanodalDepartmentdealingwithstatistical
matters,asthenodalofficer.Thenodalofficerwouldprovideadvisetotheappropriate 
Governmentinhisjurisdictiononthestepstobetakentoavoidunnecessaryduplication. 

[Rules 3, 4 and 5 of the Rules] 
 

10. Whatarethepowersanddutiesofanodalofficer? 
 

Thenodalofficerappointed bytheCentralGovernmentshall– 
 

(a) maintainandupdate registerofstatisticsofficersappointedbytheCentralGovernment; 
(b) obtainandmaintain,fromtimetotime,informationonavailabilityofstatisticsincludinguni

t-
leveldata,whethercollectedundertheprovisionsoftheActornot,withdifferentlineDepart
mentsoftheCentralGovernmentandnodalofficersintheStates; 

(c) advisetheDepartmentsoftheCentralGovernmentandthenodalofficersintheStatesonste
pstoimprovethestatisticalpotentialofadministrativerecordstoavoidconductingseparat
estatisticalsurveystocollectstatisticscontainedorpurportedtobecontainedinsuchadmi
nistrativerecords; 

(d) issueinstructionsfromtimetotimeonpromotingthesharingofstatisticalinformationincl
udingunit-
leveldataamongdifferentDepartmentsoftheCentralGovernmentandStatestoavoidunne
cessaryduplicationofprogrammesofcollectionofstatisticsandresolvedisputesordiffere
ncesofopinion,ifany,amongthemontheissue;and 

(e) submitannualreporttotheCentralGovernmentontheworking. 
 
ThenodalofficerappointedbyaStateGovernmentorUnionterritoryAdministrationshallcarryoutsi
milardutiesinhisjurisdictionandobtainreports,asmayberequired,ontheworkingofthisActfromGo
vernmentDepartmentsandlocalgovernmentsandsubmitannualreportsontheworkingofthisActto
thenodalofficerappointed bytheCentralGovernment. 

[Rule 4 of the Rules] 
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11. WhatformalitieshavetobefulfilledbyappropriateGovernmentbeforeissuingadirecti
ononcollectionofstatisticsforthepurposeofavoidingunnecessary duplication? 

 

AnyDepartmentinaStateGovernmentoranylocalgovernmentinaStateshall,beforemakingadirect
ionundersection3oftheActforcollectionofstatistics,consultthenodalofficerintheStatetoavoidun
necessaryduplicationincollectionofstatistics.Similarly,anyDepartmentoftheCentralGovernmen
tshall,beforemakingadirectionundersection3oftheActforcollectionofstatistics,consultthenodal
officeroftheCentralGovernmenttoavoidunnecessaryduplicationincollectionofstatistics.Thenod
alofficerconcernedshall,onreceiptofanysuchrequest,withinaperiodofonemonthrendersuchadv
iceasmaybenecessarytotheconcernedofficetoavoidunnecessaryduplication in collection of 
statistics.The appropriateGovernment on 
receiptoftheadviceshallcommunicatetothenodalofficer,thereasonsinallcasesofdisagreementwi
th suchadvice,atleastfifteendayspriortoissuingnotificationundersection3oftheAct. 

[Rule 5 of the Rules] 
 

12. Whowillcollectdata? 
 

TheappropriateGovernmentmayappointastatisticsofficerinanygeographicalunitfororganizingc
ollectionofdataonanysubjectdirectedbyit.TheappropriateGovernmentmayalsoappointanyagen
cy(includesapersonorpersonsengagedbytheappropriateGovernment,directly or by 
outsourcing) or personsworking in such agenciestotake, or aidin, or 
supervisethecollectionofthestatisticsormayemployoncontractbasisanyagencyorcompanyoror
ganisationorassociationorperson,onsuchtermsandconditionsandonsuchsafeguardsasmaybepr
escribed,forthepurposeofcollectingthestatisticsdirectedbyit.Thepowerofappointingagencieso
rpersonsworkinginsuchagenciesoremployingoncontractbasisanyagencyorcompanyororganisa
tionorassociationofpersons,maybedelegatedbytheappropriateGovernmenttoastatisticsofficer. 

[Sections 2 (a) and 4 of the Act] 
 

13. Whatdetailsmustbeavailableinthenotificationappointingastatisticsofficer? 
 

Everynotificationundersection4oftheActappointingthestatisticsofficershallcontainthe 
followingparticulars,namely:- 

 
(a) name,designationandaddressoftheofficerappointedasstatisticsofficerforeachgeographi

calunitforcollectionofstatistics; 
(b) detailsofanyagencyorcompanyororganisationorassociationorpersonengagedforcollecti

onofstatistics,and,termsandconditionsofengagementandsafeguardslaiddownforthepur
pose; 

(c) theformandtheparticularsrequiredortheintervalwithinwhich,andthestatisticsofficerto
whom,thestatisticalinformationbytheinformantsshallbefurnished;and 

(d) the powers, ifany,delegated undersub-sections (4)or (6)of section4 ofthe 
Acttoanystatisticsofficer. 

[Rule 7 of the Rules] 
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14. Howthedataiscollected? 
 
Datacouldbecollectedthroughastatisticalsurvey(censusorasamplesurvey)orotherwise 
(i)byinterviewingpersonsor(ii)byleavingaformattobefilledupbythemor(iii)byissuinganoticeaski
ngthem tofurnishinformationintheprescribedformatwithinthe 
timeperiodspecifiedinthenoticeor(iv)throughtelefaxortelephoneore-
mailorinanyotherelectronicmodeor(v)inacombinationofdifferentmodes.StatisticsOfficerhasthep
owertodecidethemodeofcollectingdata.Thedatacollectorsauthorisedinwritingbystatisticsofficers
mayenteranypremisesatanyreasonabletimefordatacollectionandalsoinspectanyrecord/docume
ntforthepurpose. 

[Sections2(g),3,5,8oftheAct] 
 

15. From whomdataiscollected? 
 

Datawouldbecollectedfromanyinformant,whocouldbeanyperson,whosuppliesorisrequiredtosup
plystatisticalinformationandincludesaowneroroccupierorpersonin-
chargeorhisauthorisedrepresentativeinrespectofpersonsofapartnershipfirmoraco-
operativesocietyoracompanyorasocietyoranyassociationrecognisedorregisteredunderanylawfor
thetimebeinginforce. 

[Section2(c)oftheAct] 
 

16. Whataretheinformantsexpectedtodo? 
 
Theinformantsshallbeboundtofurnishinformationintheprescribedmannertothebestoftheirknow
ledgeorbelief.Therecouldbecaseswhereinformationwouldbesoughtfromselectedpersonsbecause
ofanysamplingprocedure.Insuchcases,theselectedpersonswillnothaveadefenceinfailuretofurnish
informationsoughtbecausesuchinformationhasnotbeensoughtfromothers.Theinformantsshallals
oallowentrytothedatacollectorsauthorisedinwritingbystatisticsofficersintotheirpremisesandals
ofurnishtherequiredrecords/documentsforinspection. 

 
Everyinformantshall,ondemand,produceorgiveacopyofanybooksofaccounts,vouchers,document
s,orotherbusinessrecordsorpersonalrecordsordocumentsinhispossessionrelevanttocollectionof
statisticsundertheActtoanystatisticsofficeroranypersonauthorisedbyhiminwritingandcarrying
aphoto-
identitycardissuedbyhim,andthestatisticsofficerortheauthorisedperson,asthecasemaybe,mayt
akeacopyorextractofsuchrecordordocument. 

 
Theheadof everyfamilyshallberesponsible 
tofurnishorcausetofurnishthecorrectdetailsofnameandnumberofmembers,otherparticulars,reco
rdsanddocuments,asmayberequired,ofthefamilyofwhichheistheheadincludingdependants.Insofa
rasinmatesofinstitutions,suchasorphanages,oldage homes, and mental asylumsareconcerned, 
the responsibilityforprovidingorcausingto providetherequisite 
details,recordsanddocumentsshall liewiththeheadoftheInstitution. 

[Sections6and8oftheActandRule11oftheRules] 
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17. Whatarethedatacollectorsexpectedtodo? 
 

Datacollectorsmaybegovernmentemployeesorprivatepersons.Thedatacollectorsareexpectedtop
erformallthedutiesandfunctionsassignedtotheminrespectofdatacollectiongiveninSections4and5
andaccessrecordsasmaybenecessaryasprovidedinSection8.Theyarealsorequiredtoobservethese
curityrestrictionsoninformationcollectedasgiveninSections9,13and14. 

 
Anypersonengagedforthepurposeofcollectionofstatisticsandanystatisticsofficershallsubmitanu
ndertakinginForm-I. 

[Sections4,5,8,9,13and14oftheActandRule7(2)oftheRules] 
 

18. Howistherightofentrytopremisesofany informantgoingtobeexercised? 
 

Astatisticsofficeroranypersonauthorisedbyhiminwritingandcarryingaphoto-
identitycardissuedbythestatisticsofficer,shall,duringtheperiodofcollectionofstatisticsforthepurp
oseofcollectionofstatisticsundertheActorforinspectionandexaminationofrecords,anddocuments
inconnectionwithit,during10.00hrsto17.00hrsonanydayoratatimemutuallyconvenienttobothth
epartieshavetherighttoenterthepremisesofanyinformantintheportionofthepremises normallyen
teredbyvisitorsorguestsorassuggestedbytheinformant. 

[Rule14oftheRules] 
 

19. Whatistherelationshipbetweenastatisticsofficerandanagencyengagedfordatacoll
ection? 

 

Everyagencyshallrendersuchhelpandassistanceandfurnishsuchinformationtootherauthoriseda
gencyoranystatisticsofficerasitmayrequireforthedischargeofitsorhisfunctions,andshallmakeava
ilableforinspectionandexaminationofsuchrecords,plansandotherdocuments,asmaybenecessary. 

[Sections5,7oftheActandRule9oftheRules] 
 

20. WhatarethepowersandfunctionsofappropriateGovernment? 
 

ThepowersandfunctionsofappropriateGovernmentare: - 

 
· directingcollectionofstatisticsoneconomic,demographic,social,scientificandenvironment

alaspectsthroughastatisticalsurveyorotherwisebynotificationintheOfficialGazette; 

· appointingstatisticsofficerforanygeographicalunitforthepurposeofcollectinganystatistic
sdirectedbyit; 

· appointinganyagencyorpersonsworkinginsuchagenciestotake,oraidin,orsupervisethecol
lectionofthestatisticswithin anyspecified geographicalunit; 

· employingoncontractbasisanyagencyorcompanyororganisationorassociationorperson,a
smaybenecessary,forthepurposeofcollectingthestatisticsdirectedbyit; 
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delegatingtoanystatisticsofficer,asitthinksfit,thepowerofappointingagenciesorpersonsw
orkinginsuchagenciesoremployingoncontractbasisanyagencyorcompanyororganisationo
rassociationofpersons; 

· specifyingtheform,theparticularsrequiredortheintervalwithinwhich,andthestatisticsoffic
ertowhom,thestatisticalinformationbytheinformantsshallbefurnishedordelegatingtoany
statisticsofficerthepowertodoso; 

· filingcomplaintsinthecourtsonoffences committed;and 
· sanctioningprosecutionforanoffencecommittedbypersonsotherthaninformants. 

 
Besides,theCentralGovernmentmaygivedirectionstoanyStateGovernmentorUnionterritoryAdmi
nistrationortoanylocalgovernment,astothecarryingintoexecutionofvariousprovisionsoftheAct. 

 
TheCentralGovernmentalsohasthepowertomakerules. 

[Sections3,4,10,12,24,25,28and32oftheAct] 
 

21. Whatarethepowersandfunctionsofastatisticsofficer? 
 
Thepowersandfunctionsofstatisticsofficerare:- 

 
· exercising thepowersdelegatedby theappropriate 

Governmentonappointingagenciesorpersonsworkinginsuchagenciesoremployingoncont
ractbasisanyagencyorcompanyororganisationorassociationofpersonsfordatacollection; 

· exercisingthepowersdelegated by theappropriateGovernment on specifying 
theform,theparticularsrequiredortheintervalwithinwhich,thestatisticalinformationbythe
informantsshallbefurnished; 

· causingdatacollectioninanymodegiven inSection5; 
· seekingassistanceandrecordsforinspectionandexaminationfromanyagencyforthedischar

geofitsorhis functions; 
· accessinganyrelevantrecordordocumentinthepossessionofanyinformantandenteringatan

yreasonabletimeanypremises forthepurpose; 
· authorisingpersonstodischargevariousfunctions; 
· ensuring securityofinformationcollected;and 
· sanctioningprosecutionforoffences committedbyinformants. 

 
Besides,astatisticsofficer,appointedforthepurposesofcollectionofstatisticsonanysubjectinanyge
ographicalunit,shall– 

i. take,aidinandsupervisethecollectionofstatistics; 
ii. causeagenciestobeappointedorengagedforcollectionofstatistics; 
iii. obtainundertakingfromallthepersonsengagedinthecollectionofstatisticsinFo

rm-Iand forwardthem totheappropriateGovernment 
ortoanofficerauthorisedforthepurposebythatGovernment; 

iv. deviseorcausetodeviserelevantinformationschedulesandthemodeormodeso
fcollectionofstatistics; 

v. allotorcausetoallotworkofcollectionofstatisticsinhisjurisdictiontodifferentpe
rsonsandagenciesengagedforthepurpose; 

vi. providealltherelevantmaterialtobedistributedtoagenciesengagedand 
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arrangefortheirtrainingforfacilitatingcollectionofstatistics; 
vii. causetoprovidenecessarypublicityforcollectionofstatisticsatanappropriateti

me; 
viii. coordinatetheworkofallagenciesduringtheperiodofcollectionofstatisticsand

maintainliaisonwith 
localauthoritiesforsmoothconductofthecollectionofstatistics; 

ix. causenoticestoinformantsforfurnishinginformationissuedunderhissignatur
e,wherenecessaryandcauseacknowledgementsreceivedfromsuch informant
s,tobekeptinsafecustody; 

x. takesteps,incaseofstatisticalsurveyshavingthesamesetofinformantswithdiffe
rentreferenceperiods,toissue onlyone notice toeach 
informantindicatingthereintheinformationrequiredtobefurnishedandtheref
erenceperiodsforwhichtheinformationisrequired; 

xi. causeentryofpersonsauthorizedbyhiminwritingandcarryingaphoto-
identitycardissuedbyhimintoanypremisesofanyinformantforcollectionofsta
tistics; 

xii. causenecessaryassistanceprovidedtoinformantsrequiringsuchassistancefo
rfurnishingtheinformationsought; 

xiii. causeaccesstoanyinformanttotheinformationcollectedfromthatinformantfor
facilitatingintimationofcorrectionsoramendmentsonanyinaccurateinformat
ion; 

xiv. causeverificationofinformationfurnishedbyanyinformant; 
xv. basedoncomplaintsorotherwise,takeactionagainsterringpersonsandothersi

naccordancewiththeprovisionsoftheAct andtheserules; 
xvi. obtainfromtheagenciesengagedinthecollectionofstatistics,alltheinformation

schedules,alltheundertakingsobtainedfrompersonsengagedincollectionofst
atistics,allotherrelevantrecordsanddocumentsoncompletionoftheirworkan
dforwardthemwithacertificatetothateffecttotheappropriateGovernmentort
oanyofficerauthorisedbythatGovernment; 

xvii. carryoutsuchothertasksasmaybenecessaryforthesuccessfulcollectionofstati
stics;and 

xviii. submitperiodicalreportsasmaybespecifiedbytheappropriateGovernment. 
[Sections4,5,7,8,9,13and24oftheActandRule9ofRules] 

 
22. WhatkindofassistancecananappropriateGovernmentorastatisticsofficerexpectfromo
therGovernmentofficesforcollectionofstatisticsundertheAct? 

 
TheappropriateGovernmentor astatisticsofficermay writetoanyDepartmentof 
theCentralGovernmentortheStateGovernmentoranylocalgovernmentspecifyingthenatureofassi
stancerequiredforcollectionofstatisticsundertheActanduponreceiptofsuchcommunication,thela
ttershallcomplywiththerequirementtotheextentfeasible.EveryDepartmentoftheCentralGovern
mentortheStateGovernmentorthelocalgovernmentsshallfurnishwithinsuchtimeandinsuchform
asrequired,thelistofinformantsandotherinformationwhich isavailablewiththem, 
relevantforconductinganystatisticalsurveytoastatisticsofficeroranyagencyorperson 
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authorisedbytheappropriateGovernmentuponreceiptofanoticetothateffect.Incasesofcollectionof
statisticsindisturbedareas,thepolice,thepara-
militaryandthearmedforcesshallprovidesuchassistanceaswouldberequiredbytheconcernedstati
sticsofficer. 

[Rule10ofRules] 
23. Howtheinformationcollectedwouldbedisseminated? 

 
Theinformationcollectedfromindividualswouldbekeptconfidentialandwouldbeusedonlyforstatis
ticalpurposes.Nopersonotherthanthedatacollectorwouldbehavingaccesstosuchinformation.How
ever,theindividualinformationcouldbeusedasevidenceforthepurposesofaprosecutionunderthere
levantprovisions.Incasethereisaneedtopublish/discloseindividualinformation,itwouldbe done 
only aftersuppressingtheidentification 
detailsoftheindividual.Whiledoingso,carewouldbetakentoensurethatindividualinformationwoul
dnotbeknowntoanybodyevenbytheprocessofelimination.Individualinformationmaybedisclosedt
oanyagencyorpersonorinstitutionsorUniversitiessolelyforbonafideresearchorstatisticalpurpose
safterdeletingthenameandaddressoftheinformantsbywhomrelatedinformationwassuppliedand
aftertakingadeclarationfromthemthattheywouldusetheinformationonlyforbonafideresearchorst
atisticalpurposes.However,individualinformation,whichhasattainedhistoricalimportance,maybe
released. 

[Sections9to12oftheAct] 
 

24. Whatstepsshouldbetakentoensurethatpersonalinformationiskeptconfidentialan
dsecure? 

 

Personalinformationmeansanyinformation,whethertrueornot,andwhetherrecordedinamaterialf
ormornot,aboutaninformantwhoseidentitycanreasonablybeascertainedfromsuchinformation.E
achagencyengagedincollectionofstatisticsshalltakeallreasonablemeasurestoensurethat- 

(a) personalinformationisprotectedagainstunauthorisedaccess,disclosureorothermisuse; 
(b) theagencyusespersonalinformationonlyforthepurposeoffulfillingitsobligationsunder as

pecifiedcontract; 
(c) incaseofrepetitivestatisticalsurveyswithacommonsetofinformants,theagencyusesthe 

personalinformationearlier 
collectedonlyforthepurposeofsettingupinterviewswithorotherwisecontactinginformant
s;and 

(d) theagencyusespersonalinformationfordataprocessingonlywithadequatesecuritychecks. 
[Rule13oftheRules] 

 

25. Whataretherestrictionsontheuseofindividualinformationasevidenceinanycourtproc
eedings? 

 

Individualinformationinthepossessionofanyinformantshallnotbedisclosedorusedasevidenceina
nyproceedings.Nopersonwhohasaccesstosuchinformationbecauseofhisofficialpositioninthecolle
ctionofanystatisticsshallbecompelled inanyproceedingswhatsoever 
togiveoraltestimonyregardingtheinformationortoproduceanyschedule,document,orrecordwith r
especttoanyinformationobtainedinthecourseofdatacollection. 

[Section14oftheAct] 
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26. Whataretheoffencesforwhichanyinformationcouldbepunishedandwhatarethepenal
ties? 

 

Offence Penalty 
 

1. Failuretoproduceanybooksofaccounts,vouche
rs,documents,orotherbusinessrecords 

 
 

2. Neglectingorrefusingtofillinandsupplytheparti
cularsrequiredinanyinformationscheduleorretur
ngivenorsenttohim 
3. Neglectingorrefusingtoanswerany 
questionorinquiry addressedtohim 
4. Failuretogivetherequiredparticularsorcontinu
etoneglectorrefusetofillinandsupplytheparticular
sor,toanswerthequestionorinquiry,aftertheexpiry
offourteendaysfromthedateofconviction 
5. Makinganyfalseormisleadingstatementormate
rialomissioninanyinformationscheduleorreturnfi
lledinorsupplied,orinanswertoanyquestionasked
tohim 

 
6. Destroying,defacing,removing,ormutilatingany
informationschedule,form,orotherdocumentco
ntainingparticularscollectedorrequestinganysuc
hparticulars 

 
7. Interferingwith, hindering, 
orobstructinganyemployeeintheexerciseofanypo
werordutyconferred 

 
 

8. Acting 
incontraventionoforfailingtocomplywithanyprov
ision or any requirementimposed;or 
willfullydeceivingorattemptingtodeceiveanystatis
ticsofficeroranyagencyoranyemployeethereof 
9. Any otheroffence 
Offenceslistedatserialnos.6 
to9abovearealsoapplicabletopersonsotherthanin
formants. 
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Punishablewithafinewhichmayextendtoonethousa
ndrupeesor,inthecaseofacompany,withafinewhich
mayextendtofivethousandrupees[Section15(1)] 

- do- 
 
 

- do- 
 

Punishablewithafurtherfinewhichmayextendtoon
ethousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompany,withafin
ewhichmayextendtofive 
thousandrupees,foreachdayafterthefirstduringwhi
chthefailurecontinues.[Section15(2)] 
Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwhic
hmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmayext
endtoonethousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompany,
withafinewhichmayextendtofivethousandrupeeso
rwithboth[Section16]Punishablewithsimpleimpr
isonmentforatermwhichmayextendtosixmonthsor
withafinewhichmayextendtotwothousandrupeesor
,inthecaseofacompanywithafinewhichmayextendt
otenthousandrupeesorwithboth[Section17]Punis
hablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwhichmay
extendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmayextendto
twothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompanywitha
finewhichmayextendtotenthousandrupeesorwithb
oth[Section18]Punishablewithsimpleimprisonm
entforatermwhichmayextendtosixmonthsor 
withafinewhichmayextendtotwothousandrupeeso
r,inthecaseofacompanywithafinewhichmayextendt
otenthousandrupeesorwithboth[Section19] 
Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwhic
hmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmayext
endtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompany
withafinewhichmayextendtotenthousandrupeesor
withboth[Section22] 



27. Whataretheoffencesforwhichanydatacollectorcouldbepunishedandwhatarethepe
nalties? 

 

Offence Penalty 

Omittingwithoutlawfulexcusetocarryouthis 
duty,orknowinglymakinganyfalsedeclaration,st
atementorreturn;or 

pretendingperformanceofhisdutiesorobtaining
orseekingto obtaininformationwhich 
heisnotauthorisedtoobtain;or 

failingto keep inviolate the 
secrecyoftheinformation  gathered  orentered  
in  
theinformationschedulescollectedanddivulging
thecontentsof anyschedulefilled in or
 anyinformationfurnishedbyanyinfo
rmantin amannernotpermissible 

Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforaterm 
whichmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhic
hmayextendtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecase
ofacompanywithafinewhichmayextendtotenth
ousandrupeesorwithboth[Section20] 

28. Whataretheoffencesforwhichanyperson(maynotbedatacollectororaninformant)coul
dbepunishedandwhatarethepenalties? 

 

Offence Penalty 

1.Destroying,defacing,removing,ormutilating 
anyinformationschedule,form,orotherdocum
entcontainingparticularscollectedorrequesting
anysuchparticulars 

Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforaterm 
whichmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhich
mayextendtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofa
companywithafinewhichmayextendtotenthousa
ndrupeesorwithboth[Section17] 

2.Interferingwith,hindering,orobstructinganyem
ployeeintheexerciseofanypowerordutyconferred 

Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwhic
hmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmayexte
ndtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompanyw
ithafinewhichmayextendtotenthousandrupeesorwi
thboth[Section18] 

3.Actingincontraventionoforfailingtocomplywit
hanyprovisionoranyrequirementimposed;or 
willfullydeceivingorattemptingtodeceiveanysta
tisticsofficeroranyagencyoranyemployeethereo
f 

Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwh
ichmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmay
extendtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacom
panywithafinewhichmayextendtotenthousandru
peesorwithboth[Section19] 

4.Whoever,notbeingauthorisedtocollectstatisticsu
ndertheavailableprovisions,bywords,conductord
emeanorpretendsthatheisauthorisedtodoso 

Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwhic
hmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmayexte
ndtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacompany,wi
thafinewhichmayextendtotenthousandrupeesorwit
hboth[Section21] 

5.Any otheroffence Punishablewithsimpleimprisonmentforatermwh
ichmayextendtosixmonthsorwithafinewhichmay
extendtotwothousandrupeesor,inthecaseofacom
panywithafinewhichmayextendtotenthousandru
peesorwithboth[Section22] 
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29. Whowilltryoffencesandhow? 
 

AnycourtnotinferiortothatofaMetropolitanMagistrateoraJudicialMagistrateofthefirstclassshalltr
yanyoffenceonlyonacompliantmadebytheappropriateGovernmentoranofficerauthorisedinthisb
ehalfbysuchappropriateGovernmentor,asthecasemaybe,thestatisticsofficer. 

 
Noprosecutionforanoffencecommittedbyanyinformantshallbeinstitutedexceptwiththesanctiono
fthestatisticsofficerandinrespectofpersonsotherthaninformantswiththeconsentoftheappropriat
eGovernment. 

 
Nocivilcourtshallhavejurisdictiontoentertainanysuitorproceedingin 
respectofanymattercoveredintheAct. 

[Sections23,24,25,26,29and30oftheAct] 
 

30. Whatistheproceduretobefollowedbefore sanctioningprosecution? 
 

IncasesofallegedoffencescommittedbyanyinformantasperprovisionsoftheAct,anystatisticsofficer
,aftermakingsuchinquiriesasdeemedfit,maycauseanotice issuedtotheinformant 
inwritingtoshowcausewithinareasonableperiodtobespecifiedinthenoticeastowhyprosecutionun
dertheActshallnotbesanctionedforcommittingtheallegedoffence.Astatisticsofficershallconsidert
heexplanation,ifany,furnishedbytheinformantinpursuancetothenoticeissuedtohim,andaftersatis
fyinghimself,forreasonstobe 
recordedinwriting,sanctionfor institutionofprosecutionoftheinformant. 

 
Incaseofanyallegedoffencescommittedbyanypersonotherthananinformant,theappropriateGovern
mentmay,aftermakingsuchinquiriesasdeemedfit,causeanoticeissuedtothepersoninwritingtoshow
causewithina 
reasonableperiodtobespecifiedinthenoticeastowhyprosecutionundertheActshallnotbesanctione
dforcommittingtheallegedoffence.TheappropriateGovernmentmay,ifitconsidersnecessary,sendac
opyoftheshow-
causenoticeissuedandtheexplanation,ifany,receivedfromtheallegedoffendertotheconcernedstatist
icsofficerandobtainhisrecommendationonit,andafterconsideringtheexplanationoftheallegedoffe
nderandrecommendationofstatisticsofficer,ifany,sanctiontheinstitutionofprosecution. 

[Rule15oftheRules] 
 

31. WhatarethepowersofthecompetentcourtsundertheAct? 
 

AnycourtnotinferiortothatofaMetropolitanMagistrateoraJudicialMagistrateofthefirstclassonaco
mpliantmadetoitmaytake cognizanceofoffences committed. 

 

Alloffencesshallbetriedinasummaryway.However,ifitappearstothecourtthatthenatureofacaseiss
uchthatitisundesirabletotrythecasesummarily,itmayconductthehearingofthecaseinthenormalw
ay. 

[Sections24and26oftheAct] 
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32. Whatare 'core statistics'?WhatprovisionsaremadeintheActabout'core statistics'? 
 
TheCentralGovernmentmay,bynotificationintheOfficialGazette,declarefromtimetotimeanysubjec
tforthecollectionofstatisticsofnationalimportanceas'corestatistics'.TheGovernmentmaymakean
yarrangement,asitmayconsidernecessary,forregulatingthecollectionanddisseminationofstatistic
sonthesubjectsodeclared. 

[Section27oftheAct] 
 

33. SomeoftheprovisionsintheActmaybefoundinotherstatutes?Whatwillbetheimplic
ation? 

 

TheprovisionsoftheActshallhaveeffectnotwithstandinganythinginconsistenttherewithcontained
inanyotherlawforthetimebeinginforceexceptinrelationtotheconductofhumanpopulationcensus a
sperthedirections,ifany,issued undertheCensusAct,1948. 

[Section32oftheAct] 
 

34. PleaseclarifywhethertheActoverridestheRighttoInformationAct,inrespectoffurnis
hinginformationtocitizens. 

 

UndertheRighttoInformationAct,theGovernmentisrequiredtofurnishinformationtocitizens,wher
easitwillobtaininformationfromtheinformantsaspertheCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008.Withregar
dtofurnishingstatisticalinformationstatutorilycollected,itwouldbegovernedbytheprovisionsofth
eCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008,especiallyincasesofrepugnancybetweentheActandtheRighttoInf
ormationAct,inviewofSection32oftheAct.ThereasonforthisisthattheCollectionofStatisticsAct,20
08beingspeciallawoverridesthegenerallaw,namely,theRighttoInformationAct.However,the 
provisionsof theCollectionofStatistics 
Act,2008areconsistentwiththoseundertheRighttoInformationAct,exceptondisclosingtheidentity
oftheinformant.Thisrestrictionisimportanttogiveconfidencetotheinformantsthattheinformation
collectedfromthemwouldnotbeusedforpurposesotherthanstatistical. 

 
35. PleaseclarifywhetherinrespectofoffencesundertheActwillbepunishableundertheIndi
anPenalCode,incasesuchoffences arealsofoundintheIPC. 

 

SomeoftheoffencesundertheCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008arealsofoundintheIPC.Examplesaren
eglectorrefusaltofurnishinformation,furnishingfalseormisleadingstatementormaterialomission, 
mutilationordefacementofdocuments,obstructionofemployees,failuretocarryoutdutiesandfuncti
onsbyemployees,andimpersonationofemployee.Onlyonelawwouldapplytoanyoffencerelatingtoc
ollectionofstatistics,asdoublejeopardyisnotpermissibleunderthelaw.IPCisagenerallawoncrimina
loffencesandpenalties.TheCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008beingaspeciallawoncollectionofstatisti
cswouldoverridetheprovisionsoftheIPC. 

 
36. Whatisthenatureofsub-ordinatelegislationprovidedintheAct? 

 
TheCentralGovernmentmay,bynotificationintheOfficialGazette,makerulesforcarryingouttheprov
isionsoftheAct.Rule makingcouldbeinrespectof– 
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(a) principlesforcoordinatingaseffectivelyaspossibletoachievetheobjectivesofSection3in
cludingnominationandregistrationofstatisticsofficersbytheCentralGovernment anda
lsotoavoidunnecessaryduplicationinthecollectionofstatistics; 

(b) theterms,conditionsandsafeguardsunderwhichanypersonoragencyorcompanyororg
anizationorassociationmaybeengagedbytheappropriateGovernmentforthepurposeo
fcollectionofstatisticsunder sub-section(3)ofsection4; 

(c) principlesforprescribingtheformandmannerinwhichtheinformationmayberequiredt
obefurnished; 

(d) principlesforprescribingthemannerinwhichtherightofaccesstodocumentsandtherig
htofentryconferredbysection8maybeexercised;and 

(e) anyothermatterwhich istobeormaybeprescribed. 
[Section33(1)&(2)oftheAct] 

 
37. Whataretheprinciplesforprescribinginformationschedules? 

 
TheappropriateGovernmentmayprescribeaninformationschedule.Itmayalsodelegatethatpowerto
astatisticsofficer. 

 
Inrespectofprescribinganyinformationscheduleforcollectionofstatisticsonanysubject,theappropr
iateGovernmentorastatisticsofficer,asthecasemaybe,shallsatisfyitselfthat– 

 

(i) ithasauthoritytodirectcollectionofstatisticsonthesubjectundertheActsubjecttotherest
rictionsgiven intheprovisotosection3oftheAct; 

(ii) ithas,forthepurposeoffinalisingitemsonwhichinformationistobecollected, 

consultedthenodalofficertoincludetherequirementsofotherGovernmentDepartments; 
(iii) excessivedemandswouldnotbeplacedontheinformantsbymakingthedirectionandfort

hepurposefieldtestingofinformationscheduleshasbeencarriedoutwherenecessary; 
(iv) therangeanddetailintheinformationschedulesspecifiedforcollectionofstatisticsonany

subjectshallbelimitedtowhatisabsolutelynecessary; 
(v) thereportingburdenshallbespreadaswidelyaspossibleoverinformantpopulationsthro

ughappropriatesampling; 
(vi) theinformationsoughtfrombusinessshall,asfaraspossible,bereadilyavailablefromtheir

accountsandelectronicmeansareusedwherepossibletofacilitatetheircollection; 
(vii) bestestimatesandapproximationsonanyitemofinformationsoughtshallbeacceptedwh

enexact detailsare not readilyavailablewith anyinformant; 
(viii) eachinformationscheduleusedforcollectingstatisticsfromanyinformanthas,wherenec

essary,aprovisionforparticularsonwhichinformationmaybefurnishedatthediscretiono
ftheinformant; 

(ix) provisionismadeineachinformationscheduleforfillingupthedetailsandappendingthesi
gnatureofthepersonconcernedwhowouldbeengagedinthecollectionofstatistics; 
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(x) indicateineachinformationschedule,forgeneralinformationofinformantsprior 
tocollectionofstatisticsfromthemundertheAct,itsplan,ifany,todiscloseanyinformation
collectedfromthemwhichintheopinionoftheappropriateGovernmentisotherwiseavail
abletothepublicunderanyotherActorasapublicdocumentorwhichisintheformofanind
exorlistofthenamesandaddressesofinformantstogetherwiththeclassification,ifany,all
ottedtothemandthenumberofpersonsengaged;and 

(xi) makeaprovisionineachinformationscheduletoobtainwrittenconsentfromeachinform
antwhoseinformationotherthantheinformationcoveredinclause(x),itproposestodiscl
ose. 

[Section4(5)and4(6)oftheActandRule6oftheRules] 
 

38. Whatarethetermsandconditionsandothersafeguardsthataretobekeptinviewwhil
eoutsourcingcollectionofstatistics? 

 

EverycontractorarrangementforcollectionofstatisticsundertheActbyanypersonoragencyorcom
panyororganisationorassociationshallbesubjecttothefollowingterms,conditions,and safeguards,
namely:- 

 
(a) outsourcingarrangementsshallbesubjecttoaformalandcomprehensivewrittencontract; 
(b) functionswhicharetobedecidedandenforcedbytheappropriategovernmentundertheAct s

hallnotbeoutsourced; 
(c) appropriateGovernmentorastatisticsofficerauthorisedforthepurposebythatGovernment

shallhavearight,ofinformationandconductororderon-
siteinspectionsinanoutsourcingserviceprovider'spremisesorplaceofworkandrighttocanc
elcontractincaseofunsatisfactoryperformance; 

(d) everyagency,engagedincollectionofstatistics,shallrendersuchhelpandassistanceandfurni
shsuchinformation tothestatistics officerorapersonoranagency 
authorisedbyhiminwriting,ashemayrequireforthedischargeofhisfunctions,andshallmake
availableforinspectionandexaminationsuchrecords,plansandotherdocuments,asmayben
ecessary; 

(e) personsengagedbyanyagencyforcollectionofstatistics,aremadeawareoftheagency'sobliga
tions,andtheyshallsubmitawrittenundertakinginForm-
Itotheconcernedstatisticsofficernottoaccess,use,discloseorretainpersonalinformationex
ceptinperformingtheirdutiesofemploymentorcontractualobligations;andareinformedtha
tfailuretocomplywiththeprovisionsoftheActandtheserulesmaybeanoffencerendering the
mselves forpunishmentaspertheprovisionsoftheAct; 

(f) each person engagedinanyactivityrelating tothe collectionof 
statisticsshallbeboundbytheprovisionsoftheActandtheserules,theviolationofwhichshallr
enderhimpunishableaspertheprovisionsoftheAct; 

(g) provisionsrelatingtodisclosureofinformationandrestrictionsoftheiruseundersections9,1
0,11,12,13and14oftheActandtheserulesshallhaveeffectduringtheperiodofcollectionofsta
tisticsprovidedinthecontractandshallcontinuetohaveeffectevenaftertheterminationorco
mpletionofthecontract,asthecasemaybe; 

(h) theappropriateGovernmentoranystatisticsofficeronreceiptofanycomplaintshall 
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immediatelycommunicatetheagencyengagedincollectionofstatisticsofonlythosedetailsof
thecomplaint,as maybenecessary tominimize anybreach 
orpreventfurtherbreachesoftheagreementorfailuretocomplywithanyoftheprovisionsofth
eActortheserules; 

(i) ifanyagencyengagedincollectionofstatisticsreceivesanycomplaintfromanyinformant,itsha
llimmediatelycommunicatethecomplainttotheappropriateGovernmentortheconcernedst
atisticsofficer,asmayberequired; 

(j) theappropriateGovernmentorthestatisticsofficermay,  
onreceiptofanycommunicationunderclauses(h)or(i),givedirections,asmaybenecessary,to
theagency;and 

(k) thestatisticsofficerandeverypersonengagedinthecollectionofstatisticsshall,oncompletion
oftheirwork,handoveralltherecordsanddocumentsandfurnishacertificatetothateffecttoth
eappropriateGovernmentortoanofficerauthorisedforthepurposebythatGovernment. 

[Rule12oftheRules] 
 

39. Whatstepsare providedfordocumentation? 
 

Thestatisticsofficeroranypersonoragencyauthorisedforcollectionofstatisticsshall,whilecopying
orrecordinganystatisticalinformationcollectedpursuanttothisActfromindividualreturns,informa
tionschedules,worksheetsoranyotherconfidentialsourcebymeansofcards,tapes,discs,films,orany
othermethod,whetherusingencodedorplainlanguagesymbolsforprocessing,storage,orreproduct
ionofparticulars,takeandcausetotakesuchstepsasarenecessarytoensurethatthesecurity provisio
nsofthisActarecompliedwith. 

 
Subjecttotheprovisionsofsection13oftheAct,theappropriateGovernmentoranofficerauthorised

bythatGovernmentshall,providedetailsbywhichanyinformantcouldaccesshisowninformationfor
facilitatingintimationofcorrectionsoramendmentsonanyinaccurateinformation,storethestatistic
scollectedundertheprovisionsoftheActinsuchamanneraswouldfacilitateeasyretrieval ofinformat
ioncollectedfromanyinformantsoastoprovideaccesstotheinformant,ifnecessaryandkeepalltheu
ndertakingsandothermaterialobtainedfromthestatisticsofficersand otherpersonsoragencieseng
agedincollectionofstatisticsinsafecustody. 

[Section13oftheActandRule16oftheRules] 
 

40. HowtheParliamentwouldbekept informedabouttherulesmadefromtimetotime? 
 

EveryrulemadebytheCentralGovernmentshallbelaidbeforeeachHouseofParliament,whileitisinse
ssion,foratotalperiodofthirtydayswhichmaybecomprisedinonesessionorintwoormoresuccessiv
esessions.If,beforetheexpiryofthesessionimmediatelyfollowingthesessionorthesuccessivesessio
nsaforesaid,bothHousesagreeinmakinganymodificationintheruleorbothHousesagreethattherul
eshouldnotbemade,theruleshallthereafterhaveeffectonlyinsuchmodifiedformorbeofnoeffect,ast
hecasemaybe.However,anysuchmodificationorannulmentshallbewithoutprejudicetothevalidityo
fanythingpreviouslydoneunderthatrule. 

[Section33(3)oftheAct] 
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th 
TheCollectionofStatisticsRules,2011werelaidbeforetheLokSabhaon4 

th 
August2011and 

beforetheRajyaSabhaon5 August2011. 
 
 

41. Whatwillhappentotheprosecutions,ifany,initiatedorlikelytobeinitiatedundertheColle
ctionofStatistics,1953? 

 

TheActrepealedtheCollectionofStatistics,1953.However,theprosecutions,ifany,initiatedorlikelyt
obeinitiatedinrespectofcollectionofstatisticscarriedoutundertheCollectionofStatistics,1953shal
lbecarriedout inaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthatAct. 

 
42. ManyGovernmentDepartmentshavebeenconductingstatisticalsurveysonanon-
statutorybasis.IsitnecessaryforthemtoconducttheirsurveysundertheActandifso,whata
retheadvantages? 

 
ItistruethatmanydatacollectionprogrammesintheGovernmentsetupareconductedonanon-
statutorybasis,whereintheresponsefrominformantshasbeenvoluntary.Thedisadvantageswith suc
h exercises are:- 

 
(a) Someoftheinformantsmayrefusetofurnishinformationorfurnishwronginformation 

orfurnishpartial/ lukewarm/delayedresponses.In such 
situations,thedatacollectionmachinerywouldbehelplessandtheconcernedGovernment
Departmentshallbesatisfiedwithwhateverdataiscollected,irrespectiveofitsquality. 

(b) Evenifinformantswouldbewillingtofurnishtrueinformation,anapprehensionthatsuchi
nformationmightbeusedbytheconcernedGovernmentDepartmentagainstthemeitherf
ortaxationorotherpurposescouldbeweighingintheirmindagainstfurnishingtrueinform
ation. 

(c) In theabsence ofany legalrestrictionona datacollectionorganisation 
thatpersonalandsensitiveinformationcollectedfrominformantsshallnotbedisclosedina
mannerthatrevealstheiridentity,someoftheinformantsmaytendtorefusefurnishinginfo
rmation. 

 
TheCollectionofStatisticsAct,2008addressesalltheaforesaidproblemsandhence,itwouldbeadvisa
bletoallGovernmentDepartmentstoconducttheirstatisticalsurveysetc.,undertheprovisionsoftheA
ct. 

 

43. Whatcanbedonetopromotestatisticalpotentialofadministrative statistics? 
 

Administrative statisticsarestatisticsthatcouldbegeneratedasa by-
productofadministrationintheGovernment.ThenodalofficerwouldbeguidingGovernmentDepart
mentsetc.,onthismatter. 

 

Forexample,ifthereareanystatutoryreturnscontainingnamesandaddressesofbusinessenterprises
alongwithsomestatisticaldata,thenthenodalofficermayrequesttheconcernedDepartmenttokeepa
nup-to-datelistofbusinessenterprisesalongwithaddressesasalso 
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statisticalinformationoftheenterprisescompiledatthedesiredlevelofaggregation.Theinformation
compiledmaybeusedbyotherDepartmentsforplanningandpolicyformulation.Thelistofenterprise
scouldbeusedbythemtocollectanyotherinformationfromtheenterprises. 

 
44. Inwhatmannerinwhichunnecessaryduplicationcouldbeavoided? 

 
IfGovernmentDepartments maintainadministrative statisticsandotherstatistical 
informationobtainedbythemup-to-
dateandsharethemwithotherDepartments,thentherewouldbeclarityinthesystemastowhatinfor
mationisavailableandwhatisnotavailable.Thisknowledgeisessentialtoavoidunnecessaryduplicati
on. 

 
******* 
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